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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
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/088 W 

035574 111217Z/50 

OR 110955Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5359 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 

CONFIDENTIAL MOGADISCIO 1702 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: MFOR, SO, ET, US, UR 

SUBJ: SIAD REPORTEDLY PROPOSES TO SWAP ARMS SUPPLIERS 
REF: MOGADISCIO 1700 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE EMBASSY INVITES THE DEPT'S ATTENTION TO REFTEL (USIAC INFO TO 
DEPT) WHICH REPORTS THE OCT 7 INTERVIEW GRANTED THE BERT QUINT 
CBS TEAM BY PRESIDENT SIAD BARRE. WE ARE PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY 
SIAD’S REPORTED PUBLIC PROPOSAL (REFTEL PARA 2) TO SWAP THE SOVIET 
ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP FOR A SIMILAR ARRANGEMENT WITH THE UNITED 
STATES. (WE UNDERSTAND FROM DISCUSSION WITH QUINT THAT HE MAY NOT 
HAVE A FILM QUOTE OF THIS STATEMENT, BUT THAT HE DOES HAVE IT 

ON TAPE.) ASSUMING QUINT'S REPORTING IS ACCURATE, WE BELIEVE 
IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT SIAD WAS MORE EXPLICIT IN HIS OFFER TO SWAP 
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PAGE 02 MOGADI 01702 111211Z 

HORSE IN MID-STREAM THAN HE HAS BEEN AND HAS NOW SAID PUBLICLY 
WHAT HERETOFORE HE HAS SAID OR IMPLIED ONLY IN PRIVATE. 

2. THE SOMALI PRESIDENT REINFORCED HIS COMMENTS TO CBS WITH 
AN INTERVIEW GIVEN TO ITALIAN TV ON THE EVENING OF THE 8TH, THE 
SECOND INTERVIEW GRANTED TO WESTERN TV IN AS MANY DAYS. ACCORDING 
TO THE ITALIAN EMBASSY, SIAD'S MESSAGE TO ITALIAN VIEWERS 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT DISCUSSIONS NOW IN PROGRESS WITH THE US WILL 
STRNGTHEN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND CLEAR UP PAST 
MISUNDERSTANDINGS BASED ON MISINFORMATION. HE SAID HE WANTS BETTER 
RELATIONS WITH THE US. HE REPORTEDLY SAID SOMALI-US RELATIONS WERE 
NOT AS GOOD AS COULD BE EXPECTED, PRIMARILY DUE TO SOME AMERICANS 
WHO PROVIDED ADVERSE INFORMATION WHICH WAS THEN CIRCULATED BY CER- 
TAIN PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE SOMALI PRESIDENT ALSO TOLD 
THE ITALIAN TV HE WAS DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE "BUILD UP" OF 
SOVIET ARMS IN ETHIOPIA, AND DEFINED THE ATTEMPT BY THE ETHIOPIANS 
TO INTERNATIONALIZE THE CONFLICT AS A "CRIMINAL ACT". 

3. COMMENT: CONCEIVABLY SIAD IS ATTEMPTING TO SET THE STAGE FOR 
A DRAMATIC EXPOSITION OF SOMALI POSITION, PERHAPS AT THE UNGA 
AS CURRENT GOSSIP IN THE MOGADISCIO DIPLOMATIC COMMUNITY ASSERTS. 

AT MINIMUM HE MAY BE ATTEMPTING TO PLEASE HIS MODERATE ARAB ALLIES 
BY ATTACKING THE SOVIET UNION, BUT HE DID NOT CONFINE HIS CRITICISMS 
TO THE SOVIETS. IT MAY ALSO BE THAT SIAD'S PROPOSAL IS AN EFFORT 
TO PRESSURE THE SOVIETS INTO ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR HIS IRREDENTIST 
WAR. WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR MOSCOW'S VIEW OF THIS POSSIBLE PLOY. 
LOUGHRAN 
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